We talk to world-renowned violinist and
teacher, Takako Nishizaki, about the way music
can improve the bond between a parent and
their child..
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falent as achild. She was the firststudent to complete

the Suzuki Method course at the tender age of nine. In
1964 she was awarded Juillards Fritz Krei
and three years ater won firstprize i th
Competition while performing Mozarts Sinfonia Concertante.
Nishizaki and her husband Naxos record label owner Klaus
Heymann now live in Hong Kong, where she teaches violin to
the next generation of aspiring musicias.
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believe it improves parent-child commaunication.
‘We believe that the parent should play an activ role n the
childs education. Therefore, we always teach the parent and
child the violn together n the same lesson. I personally
interview every child and parent coming into my school to

music. We aim to produce the best students so we take
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Do you think children find it asier to learn with their
parents present or does it create more hurdles?
Itisa different learning environment and it really depends
on the parent-child dynamic. Some children are very mature
and good-natured and have good communication with
their parents, so they re willing o lsten to what they say:
Wi y have perhaps received too much
attention from their parents in the past, so they may cry or
play up to get attention from their parents in class. Either
Way; we try to help the parents overcome any hurdles ~ but
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they have to be willing to work with us and putin the time #1462
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Doyou find music s a good way to encourage shy children

Do you find this method helps improve overall
: . P

Music can really help children who are shy and introverted.
Not only will the whole process give them confidence.

~ from their firstlesson to their irst performance - but
our method also makes them feelthey are loved and

Definiteh
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play music. They learn how to teach thir child effectively how

girl
practice. She took the time to make opening the case an

actof y
that she had

totry

child lots

out different methods
andyour child

confident to pick up the violin and practice.
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dedicat isi both
for the parent, the child and the family unit as a whole.
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»
and practice?
Tlearnt the violin with the Suzuki method [Nishizaki was
the frst student to complete the Suzuki course, at
age ninel, which focuses on learning music
through play, but I believe the most
effective method s a combination of
play and hard work. A child is never
going to getall the benelits of playing
a musicalinstrument f it sounds
bad! The point of learning music s
so that one day you can make music
and entertain others.
“The child has to work hard and
show real dedication to ensure
they are working towards the goal
of playing well.
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FATHER USED
TO SAY 'IF YOU CAN
LEARN TO PLAY THE
VIOLIN, YOU CAN
DO JUST ABOUT
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Doyou ever have any chiden that imply cannot play

and don't react well to your teaching metho
1 dorit usually ever have a problem with s

In my experience, ifa parent has
done too much for a child, they
come to expect it and they cart
stand on their own two feet. You can
correct this, but parents have to be:
open to taking feedback.
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parent and child can help improve parental discipline?
Ithink i

nowned v Takako
o children in the

school website at http//
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can learn to play the violin, you can do just about anything

‘What he meant by that isthat if you really want to see an
improvement and truly master thisskill, you have to have

linstud; call Angela Wong on 2993 5601

P
You have to practice two or three times a day and it has to
become an integral partof your daily routine. That level of
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