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“Art is a communication channel. In violin music, a real musi-
cian expresses feeling through the violin by taking care of each
note with the heart. It’s like infusing life to the notes,” says world-
acclaimed violinist, Takako Nishizaki.

Born and raised in Japan, Hong Kong-based Nishizaki wows
audiences by playing the Chinese classic, “Butterfly Lovers”. She
says, “Romantic, sad and yet dramatic, this was my first impres-
sion for the Butterfly Lovers. To me, music is simply music, I tried
to understand what the composer wanted to express, and I start-
ed practicing. The more 1 practice, the more it made sense and
understood.”

Nishizaki started performing publicly at the age of five, and
was qualified to teach the violin at 10. In her quest for improve-
ment, she has already recorded Butterfly Lovers seven times.
With worldwide awards, she has not rested on her laurels. She
also teaches violin by using the Suzuki Method which in her
unique style.

“I'm very strict to the parents. I have to interview them before
I enrol their kids as my students. Firstly, as I said, art is a commu-
nication channel, and I want the kids to learn and play violin with
heart. I require their mothers or fathers to come to the lessons,
and make sure they practice with the kids together at home.

“Secondly, I can see how the kids behave by interviewing their
parents. It is not easy to teach spoiled kids, many of them don't
even have manners and basic respect. How can they learn if they
don’t respect and listen to me? Be it the etiquette or the skills, all
my students started learning the fundamentals at my studio,” ex-
plains Nishizaki. “But 'm so proud to see my students performing
with confident on stage, and I guess this is the driving force other
than my own affection.”

Nishizaki, however, reveals it is never a smooth path for musi-
cians or even violinists in Hong Kong. “As a professional violinist
as well as a violin teacher, 'm so mad yet sorry to see thousands
of unprofessional violin teachers. You know, the violin is a compli-
cated instrument that requires accurate posture, bow and breath,
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Takako Nishizaki has played and taught the violin for decades,
performing all over the world. But she insists her artistry has
more to do with hard work than talent.
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a tiny deviation of any part will result in bad intonation.”

“Teaching violin is a sophisticated art. I urge the government
to set up an association to monitor the quality of the teachers and
tutors, ensuring they are qualified and certified to teach. Other-
wise, they may destroy a kid’s development in music.”

From 1974 Nishizaki has been living in Hong Kong, and she feels
obligated to give back to the society. She organises fundraising
dinners and regular student charity concerts in conjunction with
Benji’s Centre to help the kids suffer from speech and language dis-
orders. The annual charity concert will be held at the end of Novem-
ber at Loke Yew Hall, Main Building of University of Hong Kong.

From learning, performing, to recording and teaching,
Nishizaki has dedicated her life to the violin. @
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